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I really wanted this book, so I took a chance on getting the digitized version. I feared the worst; extra

line breaks, missing text or diagrams, the usual problems with translation and digitization. I haven't

finished reading it yet, but I have flipped through to examine the pages. I'm certain we all do that to

make sure a newly digitized book is going to flow correctly and not gravely disappoint half way

through.The formatting is absolutely impeccable, footnotes are easily discernible and perfectly

formatted, and the translation is marvelous. Charles Atkinson was the perfect choice as translator.

Nothing is left to the imagination in regards to what is being said.I'm very pleased with my purchase,

and would recommend this book to anyone.

Don't bother with this translation. Find another one.Not only is the machine-scanned text full of



bizarre and jarring errors that could be easily fixed by any human editor, the most diplomatic thing I

can say about the translation is that it lacks "grace". It is far too literal and very clumsy. One would

think that the translator is obviously not a native English speaker and has no ear for real English,

spoken or written, yet his name is Charles Francis Atkinson.I think Spengler is a "period piece"

worth reading, but this is not a translation or book I can recommend to anyone. Personally, I will

read him in the original German instead--it's clearer and less of a struggle than reading this mangled

English text.This is probably the worst and most amateurish translation of academic German I have

ever seen. It is unimaginable that it was actually published again by !

The work itself is excellent and I recommend reading it to everyone. However, do not purchase this

edition. Not only is it large and unwieldy, but the printing quality is extremely poor. The pages look

like scanned copies of the original that have been pasted to much larger pieces of paper, and then

bound together and sold as a book.All in all, it seems like a poorly disguised way of cashing in on a

book that has been in the public domain for some time now. If you want to purchase a print copy of

this book, there are far better options.

I find that the errors in the text make it difficult to read. I can't get a flow going due to the problems in

the formatting as well as the numerous incorrect breaks in lines and paragraphs. There are other

places on the web to find the correct formatting.

I am so glad I found a copy like this one. There are many copies floating around, which have not

been properly digitalized, thereby making my reading experience not as great as it could be.

However, I have found this edition to be well edited and readable. The foreign words and page

breaks and random misspellings that do not usually cross over very well have in this copy. In brief, it

is very readable.The book itself is excellent; it is one of those you canÃ¢Â€Â™t put down. I love all

the subtle connections Spengler makes throughout the text. He has a very powerful and

well-constructed thesis; indeed it is relevant even today as we can see many of aspects he speaks

of all around us. This is not to say he is spot on, yet if one were to look around at art, music,

architecture and the like, one would no doubt see some connections. I enjoy books that do this for

me, that is, learn so I become more aware of my environment.

Here's a good example of the necessity of reading the fine print.I ordered this "abridged" version of

Spengler without looking carefully at the "product details". This was because there's a standard



abridged edition of the book, published by Knopf, that's 480 pages in length. (Apparently the original

is 1,000+ pages).What I was sent is a piece of worthless trash 56 pages in length!!!!!I can hardly

accuse the seller of duplicity, though I think "abridged edition" is almost purposely misleading, given

the Knopf (and reprints of the Knopf). Is a book that's 1/20 of the original work an "abridgement"?In

any case, let the buyer beware of this "edition"!!!

Hope these comments save people some time and trouble. If you go past the first page or so, of this

sample, you'll see that this volume has been converted to electronic format, though it lacks a linked

TOC. This 99 cent version is the same as the 7.99 version (

http://www..com/Decline-West-c1918-Illustrated-ebook/dp/B004Q3RTDS/ref=sr_1_21?s=books&ie=

UTF8&qid=1369377850&sr=1-21&keywords=spengler+decline+west) which has the extra pictures

that you can also see in that sample, and which also lacks a linked TOC.Be sure you look at the

samples here first, because I came across one for $2.99 that simply had the old pages scanned in

but not electronically converted, making viewing difficult (

http://www..com/Decline-West-TOC-ebook/dp/B007JL2Q46/ref=sr_1_14?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1

369377850&sr=1-14&keywords=spengler+decline+west ). But you could read the first 3 chapters

with not much difficulty in the Preview online.The best buy (for 99 cents) is this version you are

viewing now.
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